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WINDOWS OPERATION (95, 98, Me, XP, 2000, NT Vista, 7, 8 and 10) 
 
The Accountant system will run as a DOS application under Windows. 
 
WINDOWS 7, 8 or 10  
 
At present, there are no know extra modifications necessary for Windows 7, 8 or 10 with 32 bit 
processing – the operation is exactly as that required under Vista.  Details of external software 
necessary to run Accountant in a 64 bit environment are found later in this document. 
 
All Windows versions  
 
Within Windows, Accountant can be set up to run either from the desktop or in its own FOLDER.   
The advantage of setting up a folder is that Backup and Restore Options relating to Accountant data can all 
be set up within one icon.  Information on other methods of setting up icons and folders can be found in the 
Windows manual or help file. 
 
The following example assumes that the Accountant programs are in the C:\ACCOUNTS directory. 
 
Start at the Windows desktop.  (This is the screen with the START option available when the mouse points 
at the bottom left corner of the screen.) 
 
If you wish to place ACCOUNTANT in a Folder 
 
Click the RIGHT-HAND MOUSE button and choose the 'NEW' option from the choice given.  Choose 
'FOLDER' from the choice of options.  You will now be given the opportunity to name the folder.  Call it 
“Accountant”.  You can now place the folder wherever you wish on the desktop. 
Sample Accountant Folder 

 
Adding ACCOUNTANT into a Folder, or onto your Desktop 
 
Double-click on the Accountant folder using your right hand mouse button and it will open out to show an 
empty area with an open folder icon on the top left corner.  Choose the 'File' option and then choose 'New'.  
This time choose 'Shortcut'.  You will now be prompted to enter a Command Line.  Enter the following: 
  
C:\accounts\mres.exe   (N.B Do not enter the /d /m /e or Auto-Q options at this point). 
 
Click on the 'Next' button and then name the Shortcut.  Call it 'Accountant' and click on 'Next' again.   
Choose the Accountant icon, MRES.ICO and finally, click on the 'Finish' button. 
An 'Accountant' icon will now appear.  The system will now run if you double click on the icon. 
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(Example of Windows 95/98 Properties screen) 
 
Other Options to Consider. 
Accountant loads 'smoother' through Windows if the '/d' option is set, removing flicker as the memory 
resident modules are initialised.  This does, however, disable the 132-column display mode used to view 
spool files.   
To add this option to the command line use the right hand mouse button and click on the word 'Accountant' 
showing under the icon.   
Choose the 'Properties' option.   
Click on the 'Program' option. 
Click at the end of the 'Cmd Line Entry' and type in [space] /d (or /m, /e or Auto-Q details).  
Choose the 'OK' button when finished. 
 
You may also choose to change the Accountant icon. 
Choose the 'Properties' option. 
Click on the 'Program' option. 
Click on the 'Change Icon' button and choose your new icon from the scrolling selection.  
Choose the 'OK' button when finished. 
 
Configuration Issues 
 
Raising Files 
 
Windows Vista, XP, NT and 2000 may need the number of files to be raised, allowing Accountant to run the 
more complex packages.  Not raising the number of files may lead to Accountant reporting the error:  
“Too Many Open Files”. 
To raise the number of files, first take a copy of CONFIG.NT. 
 
CONFIG.NT is usually found in the \windows\system32 directory, and can be edited using any standard 
editing tool.  For Example, Notepad or Edit. 



WindowsVista7810.Doc 
18 April 2017  

WindowsVista7810.Doc 
Page 3 of 14 

 
Edit CONFIG.NT and alter the line 
 
files=20 to read  files=100 
 
Save this, and re-boot your PC to implement this change. 
 
Under Windows 95 or 98 use the same principals to edit CONFIG.SYS in the root directory. 
 
Windows ME does not use CONFIG.SYS or CONFIG.NT and therefore a different method of raising the 
number of files available to DOS applications needs to be found.  The Following method has been found to 
work successfully. 
 
Edit the system.ini file.  This can be found by using the SEARCH option. 
 
Look for the [386Enh] section of the file and alter the PerVMFiles= line.  
If it is not there, add it.   
 
Alter the line to read PerVMFiles=90 
 
Save this change and reboot the system for it to take effect. 
 
Setting the UK keyboard for DOS programs 
 
While most Pc's come with the UK keyboard definition correctly installed, some do not, meaning certain 
keys, such as the pound sign (£) and the @ sign may not work. To correct this, try the following. 

Under XP or Vista you may need to either edit the AUTOEXEC.NT (to this you need supervisor rights) and 
add the keyboard option KB16 UK, 850.  This file is usually found in the \Windows\system32 directory.  
Alternately, add KB16 UK to a batch file running Accountant.   

Under earlier Windows versions, insert the command KEYB UK in the AUTOEXEC.BAT file.  If this does 
not work, click Start, and then Run. In the 'open' box key in Msconfig and click OK.  Within the Msconfig 
toolbox, click the International tab.  Set the Keyboard Layout to the correct language (E.g. UK). In the 
Keyboard Data File Name, key in keyboard.sys.  Close Msconfig, and restart the computer. 
 
Setting the F11 Key 
 
On some PC's the F11 key does not work.  In this case try <CTRL> and F9.  If this still has no effect, edit 
the keyb.ini file. This can be found by using the SEARCH option.  Look for the [FN11] section of the file. 
Having made a note of the original settings, change it to read as follows: 
 
[FN11] 
TextON=command.com 
TextOFF=command.com 
 
Alter nothing else and save this file.  On entering Accountant, F11 should now drop to MS-DOS 
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Full screen or large window operation under Windows XP, Vista or 7 
 
Please note: this is untested and not recommended under Windows 8 
 
First time you set up Accountant on a machine, it may default to a tiny window size. 
 
Accountant will run in full screen under XP.  Sometime the system defaults to only using half the screen, 
leaving a large blue area in the bottom half.  The following instructions should rectify this.   
 
For Windows Vista 7 or 8, refer to the special notes on page 10 first.  These operating systems prefer to 
operate in a window and certain features need to be disabled if you need to run in full screen mode. 
 
Having loaded Accountant, created an icon that runs windowed and then: 
 
Run Accountant into a window (press Alt and enter together to change from full screen to window) 

 
1) Right Click on the window top bar 

 
2) Choose Properties to attempt full screen or Defaults for changing the size of the Window.    
 
3) Choose Options and ‘tick’ the Full Screen option 

 
4) Say OK and either “Modify the shortcut” or “Save properties for future windows with same 

title” – the wording varies from version to version.  It’s the lower of the two options 
 

5) Finish out of Accountant 
 

6) Right Click on the Accounts Desktop Icon 
 

7) Choose Properties 
 

8) Choose Screen Tab and ‘tick’ the Full Screen option.  
If you don’t have a Screen Tab, Choose the Options Tab, and ‘tick’ the Full Screen option. 

 
9) Press Apply, then OK 

 
10) Next time you run the icon it should be in a full screen 

 
To change the window size: 
 
Follow points 1 to 3 above.   
 
Next, click on the Font tab.  On the Lucinda console size list, we recommend 24 or 28, dependant on your 
monitor, and then click OK.  This setting can be changed any number of times. 
 
Follow points 5 to 8 above. 
 
Once again, click on the Font tab.  On the Lucinda console size list, we recommend 24 or 28, or 10x18 or 
10x20 for any other font type.  Press Apply, and then OK. 
 
You will now operate in a larger window. 
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Running Windows over a network 
 
If a Networked or Single User Net version is present, Accountant can be set up to run over a network under 
Windows.  An example set up is described below. 
 
Ensure the following directories exist: 
 
C:\ACCOUNTS (Programs) 
C:\ACCOUNTS\DATA (Data) 
C:\ACCOUNTS\DATA\SPOOL (Spool Files) 
 
PATH.DAT should be set up as follows: 
F=\ACCOUNTS 
G=DATA 
SPL=DATA\SPOOL 
 
Initialise Accountant with programs on F and data on G. 
 
ON THE FILE SERVER: 
 
Share the whole drive as CDRIVE (or any other name you wish) and give it full rights.   
 
Copy all programs to C:\ACCOUNTS 
 
Share the Accounts\Data directory as ACCDATA and give it full rights. 
Any existing data should be copied to C:\ACCOUNTS\DATA 
 
ON THE CLIENTS: 
 
Connect f: to \\[SERVER NAME]\CDRIVE 
Connect g: to \\[SERVER NAME]\ACCDATA 
On clients you can either set-up an ICON and select it with the mouse or run it through File Manager or you 
can ignore Windows once it has been set-up and run it through a batch file.   
 
There are two ways of running Accountant through a batch file. 
 
1) If required, log on to the network.  Check your Windows manual to see if this is necessary. 
 
This can be done by adding the following line to AUTOEXEC.BAT: 
 
C:\WINDOWS\NET LOGON/Y 
 
Ensure this is after C:\WINDOWS\NET.EXE START) 
Then use the following batch file: 
 
F: 
CD\ACCOUNTS 
MRES 
CD\ 
C: 
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If you require access to Windows for other software packages or use Windows for any other purposes, then 
the following batch file would probably be more suitable and you should ignore example one. 
 
2) Use this batch file: 
C:\WINDOWS\NET.EXE LOGON/Y  (if required) 
F: 
CD\ACCOUNTS 
MRES 
CD\ 
C: 
C:\WINDOWS\NET.EXE STOP/Y   (if NET LOGON was used) 
 
Unless a printer is captured under Print Manager to LPT1, then the Accountant will expect to find a local 
printer.  Capturing and deleting network printer could also be done within the batch file. 
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Printing Issues 
 
Printing under Windows 95/98  
 
Under Windows 95/98, for Accountant to print correctly, an LPT port must be allocated if operating over a  
network, and the 'Spool MS-DOS print jobs' option should be set blank (unticked) locally.  If the printer is 
attached directly to the parallel port it will automatically be attached to LPT1. 
 
To check the setting, click on 'Start' and then 'Settings'.   
Take the 'Printers' option.   
Highlight the icon for the printer you are using.   
Choose 'File', and then select 'Properties'.   
In the Printer Properties window, select 'Details'.   
 
If necessary, take the ‘Capture Printer Port’ option. 
On the ‘Device’ list select the LPT port you wish to allocate to this printer. 
In the ‘Path’ box select, or type in the name of, the printer in the format \\HOST\PRINTERNAME.   
Click on ‘OK’ to confirm you wish to allocate the printer to the specified LPT port. 
 
On a local printer, click on the 'Port Settings' box and then, under the Configure LPT port heading, set 'Spool 
MS-DOS print jobs' blank.   

 
Click on 'OK' to accept this change. 
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Selecting printers under Windows 7,8, 10, Vista, XP, NT and 2000 
 
Under Windows 7, Vista, XP, NT or 2000 you may need to drop to the MS-DOS prompt and run  
the following command: 
 
net use (Port:) “path to printer” /persistent:yes 
 
The MS-DOS or COMMAND prompt found by choosing the Windows START key and following the 
Programs, Accessories, Command Prompt route or by pressing F11 from any Accountant screen. 
 
An example: net use lpt2: /d   (to clear any printer already allocated to LPT2) 
  net use lpt2: "\\hpxp\HP843" /persistent:yes 
 
This will work for LPT ports 1 – 3 (LPT1: should be a local printer if one is present.) 
 
More than one Net Use can be used at once, but only one per LPT Port.  The command should only need to 
be run once.  When finished, type EXIT to return to Windows. 
 
An alternative to this, and also a method to use LPT ports 4 to 9, would be to use program DOSPRINTUI, 
which can be found on your program CD or downloaded from: 
 
http://www.andtechnologies.com/dosprint.html 
 
This program (which needs to be run in the Accountant batch file or set up in the STARTUP directory) 
provides a simple method of allocating a printer port to any available printer. 
 
Speeding up response time of printers over a Windows network. 
 
Add these lines to system.ini file: 
 
Under [Network]   
PrintBufTime=10 
 
Under [IFSMGR]  
PrintBufTime=10 
 
If [Network] or [IFSMGR] sections do not exist in the system.ini add them after [386Enh] section. 
 
The settings are set in seconds so if it prints over multiple pages the settings may be too low so higher them.  
The default setting is 45 seconds.   
 
It is also possible to reduce the printer timeout held in the registry: 
Go START then RUN and enter REGEDIT. 
Click Hkey_Local_Machine 
Click on System 
Click CurrentControlSet 
Click Control 
 
Move to the bottom of this alphabetic list and click on WOW 
Click LPT timeout and change the contents to a 3 
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Windows 10, 8, 7 or Vista: Known Issues 

64 bit processing 

As a 16 bit application, the Accountant will not operate in 64 bit mode.   

It is possible for our system to run in a 64 bit environment, but special external software, such as VMWare 

(www.vmware.com) is needed to create a virtual 32 bit window. 

With the Professional edition of Windows 7 Microsoft provide a free download of Virtual PC software under 
which a 32 bit version of Windows XP can be set up.  The download is available from: 
http://www.microsoft.com/windows/virtual-pc/download.aspx 

Single user versions of Accountant can also be set up on 64 bit machines under an emulator called DOSBox.  
This is available on program CD’s or as a free of charge download from: http://www.dosbox.com/ 
 

Accountant screen icon 

An MSDOS program automatically gets a blank screen icon under Windows Vista.  It is possible to get 
round this by using a batch file to start up Accountant instead of running MRES.EXE or MRESXP.EXE.  
Under certain circumstances,  this causes an extra warning message each time the .EXE program in the batch 
file is accessed.   

It is possible to turn off the warning, but you have to allow all .EXE’s to be run without warning, not just 
MRES.EXE.  

To do this, run gpedit.msc in Vista by pressing the Start key (or symbol), choose Run and key in 
‘gpedit.msc’ followed by return. 

Follow this path, opening the folders listed, to get to the correct position: 

Local Computer Policy => User Configuration => Administrative Templates => Windows Components=> 
Attachment Manager=> Inclusion list for low risk file types 
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Apply these changes. 

You can ‘allow’ .Bat files to run without Vista warning you about their unknown origin by following the 
instructions as laid about above for gpedit.msc 

 

Full screen operation 

It may be possible to set the screen to allow full screen operation, this is done as described above in the 
“getting XP to run full screen” section (page 4 of this document). HOWEVER, it has been reported that this 
is not successful for all monitors.  It seems to be dependant on your monitor driver.  

Another possible solution can be found here: 

http://www.mydigitallife.info/2007/06/27/workaround-to-this-system-does-not-support-full-screen-mode-in-
windows-vista/ 

This solution involves changing the graphics selection on your computer.  Make sure you have a full system 
backup before attempting any changes to your system.  

If it has not been possible to run full screen on your system, we recommend you run it in the largest window 
available. 
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WINDOWS PRINTING IN THE ACCOUNTANT 

Version 420 of the Accountant now has extra routines to print using standard Windows procedures.  This 
means that, once the special programs are in place, any printer can be used with the Accountant, not just 
DOS compatible ones. 
 
The new programs take a standard spool file, remove or convert any printer control characters present, and 
then pass the information to Windows for printing.  The output can be sent directly to each computers 
default printer or the operator can select from all printers available. 
 
It is possible to select portrait or landscape printing and the number of characters and lines per inch can be 
specified, but to make things easier, each print routine has default options to allow the operator to just press 
one key to print the output.  In most cases, each printout can be viewed before the print takes place.  
 
To avoid confusion, it is recommended that the Accountant option to force spooling is turned on - all 
printout is then sent to a spool file which can be optionally viewed, printed and deleted as soon as the input 
run is complete. 
 
There is no difference to the normal operation of Accountant; the only new screen is the optional print or 
display that will appear at the end of an entry run.  The option to <F7 FINISH> will always be available if 
you wish to check the printed output later.  Spool files can still be displayed or printed as before. 
 
 

 
 
<F1 PRINT> the spool file using the suggested print options, after selecting a printer, use  
<F2 DEFAULT> to force the print direct to the printer assigned by Windows as the computer's default, <F3 
DISPLAY> the spool file, or <F7 FINISH> to return to the system menu.   
 
The <F5 OPTIONS> key allows for the default print options to be changed.   
 
If you Choose <F5 OPTIONS> 
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Once the spool file has been printed it can be deleted. 

 
 
The standard spool file display and print screen remains the same, with the exception of the extra option, 
<F6 WINPRINT>. This will take you to a screen with the same options at shown on the previous page. 
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To force Accountant to always print via a spool file, enter SPOOLFORCE in the system date field. 

 

Note: Under Windows Vista and Windows 7, the COMDLG32.OCX problem which occurs for some users 
is discussed on the following page of this document. 

 

Pound signs, and @ signs. 

To achieve the £ sign and @ sign, you may need to either edit the autoexec.NT (to this you need supervisor 
rights) and add the keyboard option KB16 UK, 850  

This file is usually found in the \Windows\system32 directory. 

Alternatively, add KB16 UK to a batch file running Accountant. 
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COMDLG32.OCX  

This is a component necessary for using our Windows print program that needs to be correctly registered. 

The simplest way of performing this is to set Windows in safe mode and run the following command:  
regsvr32.exe c:\windows\system32\COMDLG32.OCX 

If this fails, a method we have successfully used the EMSA Register DLL tool.  Program SetupRegTool.exe, 
(version 0.1 Build 48) is included on Accountant CD’s sent out from March 2010.  The latest version of the 
tool can also be downloaded from: 

http://www.e-systems.ro/register_dll_tool.htm 

An activation code is necessary.  213272 may still be valid, but a more up to date one can also be obtained 
from the above web site address. 

Run the installed program and search for your copy of comdlg32.ocx (one is provided on CD’s containing 
your Accountant Software programs produced from 2008 onwards) and take the Register ActiveX option. 

If both of these fail, an alternative method to register the file is to follow this long winded process: 

The aim is to run the command "regsrv32 comdlg32.ocx". 
 
To do this you need a utility called "subinacl.exe". A description of this can be found here: 

http://www.microsoft.com/downloads/details.aspx?FamilyID=e8ba3e56-d8fe-4a91-93cf-
ed6985e3927b&displaylang=en 
 
Follow the instructions on this page - i.e. click the download button, save the file subinacl.msi somewhere, 
then run it  - it will install 
subinacl.exe in C:\Program Files\Windows Resource Kits\Tools. 
 
Create (using a word processor or editor), then put the following batch file in the same directory and run it.  
(You can call the batch file anything you wish, E.G. ASLVISTA.BAT)  

It will do a LOT of stuff, most of which is probably irrelevant but, so far, is not actually harmful. 

The batch file must read 

@echo off 
subinacl /subkeyreg HKEY_LOCAL_MACHINE /grant=administrators=f 
subinacl /subkeyreg HKEY_CURRENT_USER /grant=administrators=f 
subinacl /subkeyreg HKEY_CLASSES_ROOT /grant=administrators=f 
subinacl /subdirectories %SystemDrive% /grant=administrators=f 
subinacl /subkeyreg HKEY_LOCAL_MACHINE /grant=system=f 
subinacl /subkeyreg HKEY_CURRENT_USER /grant=system=f 
subinacl /subkeyreg HKEY_CLASSES_ROOT /grant=system=f 
subinacl /subdirectories %SystemDrive% /grant=system=f 
@echo ========================= 
@echo Finished. 
@echo ========================= 
@pause 

When it's finished, try "regsvr32 comdlg32.ocx" again, and you should get the message "DllRegisterServer 
in comdlg32.ocx succeeded".   


